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Subject: History 

 

Staff:  

Mr M Callcutt 

Ms A Davies-Tsagadakis 

Mr J Lewis 

Mr K Sajid 

Mrs H Begum  

 

All students receive two hours of history per week at Key Stage 3, three hours at Key 

Stage 4 and five hours at AS/A2 level. 

 

The aims of the history department: 

 
1. For students to know and understand the history of Britain as a coherent, chronological 

narrative, from the earliest times to the present day. 

 

2. For them to know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world. 

 

3. To understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and 

consequence, similarity, difference and significance 

 

4. To understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used 

rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments 

and interpretations of the past have been constructed History 

 

5. Furthermore, to gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into 

different contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, national and 

international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social 

history; and between short- and long-term timescales. 

 

Key Stage 3 Overview 
 

The Key Stage 3 Scheme of Work is interesting and varied, ranging from pre 1066 
History such as the Vikings and Anglo Saxons to modern day issues such as the use of 

terror. History is an extremely popular subject choice for GCSE. 
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Year 7 Topics 

 

 Autumn Term 1 – Pre Norman Conquest England and the Norman Conquest 

 Autumn Term 2 – Changing nature of Medieval Power 

 Spring Term 1 – Religious challenges and changes during the Tudors 

 Spring Term 2 – The development of Parliament during the Stuarts 

 Summer Term 1 – The development of democracy during the British Empire 

 Summer Term 2 – The global development of power by the British Empire 

 

Year 8 Topics 

 

 Autumn Term 1 – The transatlantic slave trade 

 Autumn Term 2 – WWI 

 Spring Term 1 – The rise of dictators within Europe 

 Spring Term 2 – WW2 

 Summer Term 1 – The crisis in the Middle East 

 Summer Term 2 – The rise of terror in the modern world 

 

Key Stage 4 Overview  

 

This qualification is linear. Linear means that students will sit all their exams at the end 

of the course.  

 

GCSE History students must take assessments in both of the following 
papers in the same series: 

 

 Paper 1: Understanding the modern world 

 Paper 2: Shaping the nation 

 

The GCSE History content comprises the following elements:  

 

 One period study  

 One thematic study  

 One wider world depth study  

 One British depth study including the historic environment. 
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AO1: demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the key features and characteristics 
of the period studied. 

 

AO2: explain and analyse historical events and periods studied using second-order 

historical concepts. 

 

AO3: analyse, evaluate and use sources (contemporary to the period) to make 
substantiated judgements, in the context of historical events studied. 

 

AO4: analyse, evaluate and make substantiated judgements about interpretations 
(including how and why interpretations may differ) in the context of historical events 

studied. 

 

The Key Stage 4 Scheme of Work ranges from British to global History, students 
achieve much above the national average in History. History is a popular subject choice 

for Sixth Form. 

 

Exam board: AQA 

 

Assessment: 100% exam 

 Germany, 1890-1945 (25%) 

 Conflict and tension 1945-1972 (25%) 

 Britain: Health and the People (25%) 

 Elizabethan England (25%) 

 

Exam specification: https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/history/specifications/AQA-

8145-SP-2016.PDF  

 
Course Content 

 

Year 9 Topics 

 
 Autumn Term 1 – Kaiser’s Wilhelm’s Germany 

 Autumn Term 2 – Weimar Germany 

 Spring Term 1 – Nazi Germany 

 Spring Term 2 – Nazi Germany 

 Summer Term 1 – Start of the Cold War 

 Summer Term 2 – Modern World Cold War  
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Year 10 Topics 

 

 Autumn Term 1 – Elizabethan England  

 Autumn Term 2 – Elizabethan England  

 Spring Term 1 – Elizabethan England  

 Spring Term 2 – Britain: Health and the People  

 Summer Term 1 – Britain: Health and the People  

 Summer Term 2 – Britain: Health and the People  

 

Year 11 Topics 

 

 Autumn Term 1 – Britain: Health and the People  

 Autumn Term 2 – Britain: Health and the People  

 Spring Term 1 – Revision  

 Spring Term 2 – Revision  

 Summer Term 1 – Revision 

 

Revision materials online 

 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zj26n39  

 

https://www.senecalearning.com/  
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Key Stage 5 Overview  

 

The aims and objectives of the A Level qualification 

 

 To develop their interest in and enthusiasm for history and an understanding of its 

intrinsic value and significance. 

 

 To acquire an understanding of different identities within society and an appreciation of 

aspects such as social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity. 

 

 To improve as effective and independent learners, and as critical and reflective thinkers 

with curious and enquiring minds. 

 

 To develop the ability to ask relevant and significant questions about the past and to 

research them. 

 

 To acquire an understanding of the nature of historical study, for example that history is 

concerned with judgements based on available evidence and that historical judgements 

are provisional develop their use and understanding of historical terms, concepts and 

skills. 

 

 To make links and draw comparisons within and/or across different periods and aspects 

of the past.  

 

 To organise and communicate their historical knowledge and understanding in different 

ways, arguing a case and reaching substantiated judgements. 

 

AO1: Demonstrate, organise and communicate knowledge and understanding to 
analyse and evaluate the key features related to the periods studied, making 

substantiated judgements and exploring concepts, as relevant, of cause, consequence, 

change, continuity, similarity, difference and significance 

 

AO2: Analyse and evaluate appropriate source material, primary and/or contemporary 

to the period, within its historical context 

 

AO3: Analyse and evaluate, in relation to the historical context, different ways in which 

aspects of the past have been interpreted 

 

The Key Stage 5 Scheme of Work is an opportunity for students to study topics in 
depth alongside historical perspectives. History at Key Stage 5 opens a wealth of 

opportunities for further study at university and student destinations from riverside 

include: Law, Archaeology, Architecture, Pharmacology and of course History. 
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Exam board: Edexcel 

 

Assessment: 80% exam and 20% coursework 

 

Exam specification: 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/History/2015/Specificatio

n%20and%20sample%20assessments/9781446914366_GCE_2015_A_HIST.pdf  

 

 

 

Course Content 

Year 12 Topics 

Students study Germany 1918-1989 for 3 hours per week and Italy 1911-1946 for 2 
hours per week thought the year.  

Germany and West Germany, 1918-89 (30% of the course) 

 Political and governmental change, 1918–89 

 Opposition, control and consent, 1918–89 

 Economic development and policies, 1918–89 

 Aspects of life in Germany and West Germany, 1918–89 

 How far was Hitler’s foreign policy responsible for the Second World War? 

The rise and all of fascism in Italy, c1911-46 (20% of the course) 

 The liberal state, c1911–18 

 The rise of Mussolini and the creation of a fascist dictatorship, 1919–26 

 The fascist state, 1925–40 

 Challenges to, and the fall of, the fascist state, c1935–46 
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Year 13 Topics 

Students study Britain: losing and gaining an empire, 1763–1914 for 3 hours per week 
and complete a piece of coursework for 2 hours per week thought the year.  

Britain: losing and gaining an empire, 1763–1914 (30% of the course) 

 The changing nature and extent of trade 

 The changing nature of the Royal Navy 

 The loss of the American colonies, 1770–83 

 The birth of British Australia, 1788–1829 

 Learning from past mistakes: Canada and the Durham Report, 1837-40 

 Nearly losing an empire: the British in India, 1829-58 

 The Nile Valley, 1882-98 

 

Coursework (20% of the course) 

 The start of the Civil Rights movement 1945-60 

 The developing Civil Rights movement 1960-1970 

 The waning Civil Rights movement 1970-1989
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SMSC 

 

Spiritual – The study of History involves a sense of inquisitiveness of how and why 

events in the past happened and raises questions as to what could have occurred if 

events had had different results. Students are stimulated to explore the role played by 

significant individuals, for good or ill, in the shaping of the world we live in. Students also 

reflect upon different interpretations of the past and how these interpretations have 
been arrived at. 

 

Moral – Students are asked to reflect and remark on moral questions and dilemmas. 

Events and beliefs in the past that we would consider unacceptable today (and were to 

some people in the past also). Notions of right and wrong are explored in connection 

with events from the past, linking with the value of justice. 

 

Social – Students will explore the similarities and differences between past and present 

societies and be made aware of how, in the main, we are very fortunate to live in ‘the 

modern world’. They will examine how other cultures have had a major impact on the 

development of ’British’ culture. Students will also be encouraged to build up their own 

social development through collaborative and team working activities. The study of 

social issues is a common theme in History lessons. 

 

Cultural – Students will study, and be encouraged to gain an understanding of and 

empathise with, people from different cultural backgrounds. They will examine how 

other cultures have had a major impact on the growth of ’British’ culture. Students 

develop a better understanding of our multicultural society through studying links 

between local, British, European and world history. The contribution of different 

cultures to human development and progress are studied, which links with the values of 

wisdom and endurance. 

 

Specific examples of SMSC in History include: 

 

 The use of artefacts to understand how historians study the past and to help 
students gain an understanding of the people who produced these objects 

 The study of 19th century living and working conditions (including child labour) 

 The role of individuals, for example Florence Nightingale 

 Students explore the beliefs and values of past societies and from different 

cultures 

 Students exploring the nature of slavery and the slave trade and the fight for 

abolition 

 Social issues - the study of the experiences of women in Britain during the 20th 

century 

 Students exploring the treatment and persecution of minorities in Hitler’s 

Germany 
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Staff Contact: Mr Callcutt             Email: riverside@riverside.bardaglea.org.uk  
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