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Key Stage 3 Overview 

 

The key stage 3 geography course at Riverside Secondary School encourages both 
curiosity and fascination about the world. Students will learn about diverse places such 

as Russia and Africa, people, resources and both the human and physical environments 

of our planet.  Students will also study the human and physical processes that shape the 

landscapes of the Earth to enable them to understand why places are different.  

 

At Riverside Secondary School, we aim to provide an engaging and challenging scheme 
of work, which equips students with valuable knowledge and skills that can be applied to 

many other subjects.  

 
Year 7 Topics 

 

 Autumn Term 1 – Amazing Places  

 Autumn Term 2 – People, people everywhere  

 Spring Term 1 – Restless Earth  

 Spring Term 2 – Wonderful Water  

 Summer Term 1 – Weather and climate  

 Summer Term 2 – Adaptable Africa   

 

Year 8 Topics 

 

 Autumn Term 1 – The Race to the top of the world (development)   

 Autumn Term 2 – Running out of resources?    

 Spring Term 1 – Russia  

 Spring Term 2 – Cracking Coasts  

 Summer Term 1 – Beautiful Biomes Part 1  

 Summer Term 2 – Beautiful Biomes Part 2  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Key Stage 4 Overview  

 
Course Content 

 

At Riverside Secondary School, we have chosen the OCR GCSE (9–1) in Geography B 

(Geography for Enquiring Minds) specification. In this specification, students will be able 

to build on their Key Stage 3 knowledge and skills by:  

 

• Developing and extending their knowledge of locations, places, environments and 

processes, and of different scales including global; and of social, political and cultural 

contexts.  

 

• Gaining an understanding of the interactions between people and environments, 

change in places and processes over space and time. This will be taught through 

different scales and contexts, allowing students to ‘think like a geographer’.  

 

• Developing their competence in skills, such as fieldwork, using maps, GIS, research, as 

well as creating their own enquiries and investigations.  

 

• Applying their geographical knowledge, understanding, skills and approaches 

appropriately to real world concepts.  

 

The GCSE consists of 3 components; Our Natural World (physical geography), People 

and Society (human geography) and Geographical Exploration (skills- both human and 

physical topics). This is assessed in 3 different papers.  

 

Students will also participate in two fieldtrips; one will focus on river landscapes and will 

assess whether a river follows the Bradshaw Model (this will take place at the Debden 

Brook, Loughton, Essex), and the other will focus on sustainability and will assess 

whether a settlement is sustainable or not (this will take place at the Greenwich 

Millennium Village, London).  

 

Year 9 Topics 

 
 Autumn Term 1 – 1.2 ‘How do tectonics shape our world?’ 

 Autumn Term 2 –1.1 ‘How can weather be hazardous? ‘ 

 Spring Term –2.1‘what evidence is there to suggest climate 

change is a natural process?’ 

 Summer Term – 5.1 ‘Why do more than half of the world’s population live in 

urban areas?’ And 5.2 ‘What are the challenges and opportunities for cities 

today?’ 

 Summer Term 2 – 4.1. Why are natural ecosystems important?  

 

 



 

 
Year 10 Topics 

 

 Autumn Term 1 – 4.2 & 4.3 ‘why should tropical rainforests matter to us?’ ‘is 

there more to polar environments than ice?’  

 Autumn Term 2- 3.1 & 3.2-  Distinctive Landscapes 

 Spring Term 1- 7.1 & 7.2- The UK in the 21st century   

 Summer Term- 8.1 & 8.2- Resource Reliance 

 Summer Term 2 – 6.1 & 6.2- Development 

 

Year 11 Topics 

 

 Autumn Term – Revision and Exam practise  

 Spring Term – Revision and Exam practise 

 Summer Term 1 – Geographical skills 
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Syllabus Details 

 
OCR GCSE (9–1) in Geography B (Geography for Enquiring Minds) specification  

 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/geography-b-geography-for-enquiring-minds-
j384-from-2016/ 

 

Assessment 

Assessment is through terminal examinations. Students will be guided and supported 

towards their target grades by teacher marking and feedback. Students use stimulus 

material provided by teachers and prescribed by the exam board to help them respond 

to all types of exam questions.  

 

There are 3 papers that will be sat at the end of year 11, these include:  

 Our Natural World (01) - a written paper, worth 70 marks. (1 hour 15 minutes) 
35% of the GCSE 

 People and Society (02) - a written paper, worth 70 marks. (1 hour 15 minutes) 

35% of the GCSE 

 Geographical exploration (03) - a written paper, worth 60 marks. (1 hour 30 
minutes) 30% of the GCSE 

 

 
Requirements 

This is a compulsory subject at Key Stage 3 and is optional in KS4.  
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Key Stage 5 Overview  

 

At Riverside School we have chosen the AQA A-level Geography Specification. This 

exciting two year course builds on KS4 Geography knowledge and introduces new 

concepts and topics to students. Students will study current world affairs whilst 

stimulating their investigative and analytical skills. 

 

Students will be introduced to and building upon existing knowledge of geographical 
skills. Students will understand the nature of using different types of geographical 

information, including qualitative and quantitative data, primary and secondary data, 

images, factual text and discursive/creative material, digital data, numerical and spatial 

data and other forms of data, including crowd-sourced and 'big data' 

 

 
Course Content 

 

Component 1: Physical Geography  

Students will study three units within this component: Water and carbon cycles, Coastal 

systems and landscapes and Hazards. 

 

Water and carbon cycles focuses on the major stores of water and carbon at or near the 

Earth’s surface and the dynamic cyclical relationships associated with them. These are 

major elements in the natural environment and understanding them is fundamental to 

many aspects of physical geography.  

 

Coastal systems and landscapes focuses on coastal zones, which are dynamic 

environments in which landscapes develop by the interaction of winds, waves, currents 

and terrestrial and marine sediments. Student engagement with subject content fosters 

an informed appreciation of the beauty and diversity of coasts and their importance as 

human habitats.  

 

Hazards focuses on the lithosphere and the atmosphere, which intermittently but 

regularly present natural hazards to human populations, often in dramatic and 

sometimes catastrophic fashion. By exploring the origin and nature of these hazards and 

the various ways in which people respond to them, students are able to engage with 

many dimensions of the relationships between people and the environments they 

occupy. 

 

Component 2: Human Geography  

Students will study three unit within this component: Global systems and global 

governance, Changing places and Resource security.  

 

Global systems and global governance focuses on globalisation – the economic, political 
and social changes associated with technological and other driving forces which have 
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been a key feature of global economy and society in recent decades. Students 

contemplate many complex dimensions of contemporary world affairs and their own 

place in and perspective on them.  

 

Changing places focuses on people's engagement with places, their experience of them 

and the qualities they ascribe to them, all of which are of fundamental importance in 

their lives. Students acknowledge this importance and engage with how places are 

known and experienced, how their character is appreciated, the factors and processes 

which impact upon places and how they change and develop over time. 

 

Resource Security focuses on the large-scale exploitation of unevenly distributed natural 

resources, which is one of the defining features of the present era. Increasing demand 

for water, energy and minerals and their critical role in human affairs leads to massive 

local and regional transfers of water and massive global transfers of energy and minerals. 

 
 

Component 3: Non-examination assessment  

 

This is an independent project where students must complete and independent 

investigation which must include data collected in the field. Students will go on both 

residential and day fieldwork in order to collect data. Students will undertake a 

residential fieldtrip for 5 days at an FSC Fieldwork centre. Previous destinations have 

included Malham Tarn in the Yorkshire Dales and Flatford Mill in Suffolk. Students will 

also complete a day’s fieldwork with Queen Mary University of London.  

 

The individual investigation must be based on a question or issue defined and developed 

by the student relating to any part of the specification content.  

 

 

Year 12 Topics 

 

 Autumn Term – Resource Security (Human geography) and Hazards (Physical 

geography) 

 Spring Term – Resource Security (Human geography) and 

Hazards (Physical geography) 

 Summer Term 1 – Changing Place (Human geography) and Coastal systems and 
landscapes (Physical Geography) 

 Summer Term 2 – Changing Place (Human geography) and Coastal systems and 

landscapes (Physical Geography) 
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Year 13 Topics 

 

 Autumn Term – Global systems and global governance (Human geography) and 

Water and Carbon Cycles (Physical Geography) Non Examination Assessment  

 Spring Term – Non Examination Assessment. Revision and Exam 

Practice  

 Summer Term 1 – Revision and Exam Practice  

 

Assessment  

 Component 1: Physical geography is assessed through one 2 hour 30 minute 

exam which is worth 120 marks and makes up 40% of the A-level.  

 Component 2: Human geography is assessed through one 2 hour 30 minute 
exam which is worth 120 marks and makes up 40% of the A-level 

 Component 3: Non Examination Assessment (NEA) is assessed through a 
written report approximately 3000-4000 words. This is worth 60 marks and 

20% of the A-level.  

 

 

SMSC 

 

Geography is a subject that naturally explores spiritual, moral, social and cultural 

development. For example, Social education in geography involves the study of real 

people in different societies. Students are able to study their own locality and compare 

it with others in the world- allowing them to strengthen their sense of identity and 

community.  

 

Students are able to study the culture of real life people and places- allowing them to 

recognise similarities and differences between cultures.  

 

Moral education in Geography provides opportunities for students to recognise that 

development takes place within a global context and that local decisions affect and are 

affected by decisions and processes in other countries for example plastics in the oceans 

or natural disasters or aid.  

 

 
Staff Contact: Miss Still  

Email: riverside@riverside.bardaglea.org.uk

tel:0203
mailto:riverside@riverside.bardaglea.org.uk
mailto:riverside@riverside.bardaglea.org.uk


 

 

 
Tel: 0203 946 5888      Email: riverside@riverside.bardaglea.org.uk     Website: 
http://www.riversidecampus.com/secondary/ 
Riverside School, Renwick Road, Barking, IG11 0FU                           Headteacher: Mr A Roberts 

 

 

tel:0203
mailto:riverside@riverside.bardaglea.org.uk

