
Riverside Primary School

Welcome to Otter Class!



Welcome to the school year 2020-2021!

We are so excited about having all our children back to school and 
seeing all our Riverside Primary families again!  

Unfortunately, we will not be able to hold our usual Meet the Teacher 
sessions this year due to the ongoing circumstances with Covid-19, 
however, we hope that this will give you all the information you need 
about your child’s first term back at school.

Should you wish to contact your child’s teacher, please get in touch on 
the year group email: receptionotter@riverside.bardaglea.org.uk 



Reception Class Otter

Mrs Murati Mrs Boland



Have a look at some of the things that we are doing to 
ensure our children are safe at school!

Our class has a hand 
washing station with 

antibacterial soap and 
clear steps to ensure 
everyone’s hands are 

spick and span!

All our children 
will be sanitising 
their hands as 
they enter the 

building.

When moving 
around the school, 
all children will be 
following a one-

way system.



Communication and Language (CL)

We are learning to:

• Listen to others one to one or in small groups, 
when the conversation interests us;

• Listen to stories with increasing attention and 
recall;

• Join in with repeated refrains and anticipate key 
events and phrases in rhymes and stories.

Physical Development (PD)

We will focus on:

• Holding a pencil near the point between the first 
two fingers and thumb and using it with good 
control;

• Tracing and copying patterns, lines and some 
letters, e.g. letters from my name;

• Putting on our own coats and zipping them up;

• Getting changed for P.E by ourselves. 

Exploring Arts and Design (EAD)

We will focus on :

 Beginning to build a repertoire of songs and 
dances;

 Exploring the different sounds of the 
environment;

 Exploring what happens when we mix colours.

Do you want to be friends?

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
(PSED)

We will focus on:

• Playing in a group, extending and elaborating play 
ideas, e.g. building up a role-play activity with 
other children;

• Being more confident to talk to other children 
when playing, and communicating freely about our 
own home and community;

• Knowing when and how to seek assistance when we 
need help. 



Literacy 

We are learning to:

• Describe the main story settings, events and 
primary characters;

• Hear and say the initial sound in words;

• Give meaning to marks we make as we draw, write 
and paint;

• Link sounds to letters by sounding the letters of the 
alphabet.

Maths 

We are learning to

 Represent numbers using fingers or objects;

 Match numeral and quantity correctly;

 Recognise numbers in our environment;

 Recognise the numerals 1 to 5.

Understanding the World (UW)

We will focus on:

• Talking about similarities and differences between 
us and others;

• Talking about our own families and experiences;

• Identifying and investigating the changes in seasons. 

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural 
Development (SMSC)

We will focus on:

 Talking about what makes a good friend; 

 Developing our resilience and reflecting on our 

experiences;

 Remembering to use kind words.

Do you want to be friends?



Help me get ready for 
school by:
• teaching me to recognise my name;

• helping me to practise writing my 
name;

• encouraging me to get dressed 
independently at home; 

• dropping me to school and picking me 
up with a smile. 

Reminders

 Wear the correct uniform and bring in your 
full PE kit at the start of every term; 

 Name all clothes clearly please;

 Please read with your child every evening 
and ensure that they bring their book to 
school every day in their book bag;

 Please send your child to school with a 
named, reusable water bottle;

 Please ensure that you are on time before 
and after school every day. 


