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Pupil Premium Strategy Statement 

Riverside Primary School 

2020-2021 

 
All schools in England and Wales receive a payment known as pupil premium (PP), for each child who is either 
currently registered for free school meals (FSM) or has received FSM in one or more of the previous six years (FSM6).  
An enhanced Pupil Premium grant is received for students who have been in continuous care for six months or more, 
as well as for children who are looked after by a local authority (LAC). 
 
In schools across the country, there has been a growing momentum to overturn generations of stereotyping as 
research has shown that children who have been on or are currently on FSM do not attain as highly as other children 
in school.  Our mission is clear and, simply put, aims to ensure that what a young person’s family does or where they 
are born should not determine their life chances.  As such, we have a relentless focus on improvement and measure 
our success by the achievement of all our students and our expectation is that no student is left behind. 
 
The government provide a grant so that we, as a school, can allocate additional support to ensure progress is made 
by all.  The support can be in a short burst or over a longer period such as a term, two terms, a year or even more 
and it may take the form of small group teaching or an evidence-based intervention.  It can even equate to additional 
resources, enrichment or access to opportunities that enhance learning and aspirations. 
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Riverside Primary School 

Pupil Premium Strategy September 2020 

School Context 

Headteacher: Mrs Sarah Kinnaird 
URN number: 142133 

Riverside Primary School is located in the London Borough of Barking and Dagenham, which has 
longstanding issues of deprivation.  In terms of education, skills and training Barking and Dagenham 
is the worst-performing borough in London. 
 
Riverside Primary School is a relatively new school, which opened in September 2015.  It is a diverse 
one-form entry primary school with over 40 additional languages spoken by our pupils.  Of our 195 
pupils currently on roll, 60 are eligible for Pupil Premium payments.  Our aim is to expand to three-
form entry with a capacity of 630 pupils.    
 
Riverside is a good school (Ofsted July 2018), striving to be outstanding.  We recognise the need to 
ensure that school leaders and staff, including governors, have sufficient training opportunities to 
develop the capacity to improve the school further as it continues to expand.  We also recognise the 
need to use our pupil premium more precisely to ensure that provision is personalised to pupils’ 
individual needs so that they make consistently good progress.  
 
Our pupils are confident, enthusiastic and motivated learners who are proud of their school. Our 
belief is that when all members of our school community work together, we can deliver educational 
excellence for all our pupils.  Through inspirational and challenging teaching, we aim to equip each 
child with the skills for life-long learning, to be aware of their rights and have the courage to stand 
up for them and the rights of others.   
 
Our curriculum is designed to take into consideration our children's varied backgrounds and cultural 
experiences.  It is our belief that our pupils deserve a curriculum that does not narrow their life 
chances but expands them, enabling social equity and mobility. 
 
We are committed to helping every pupil not only to achieve their very best, but also to have high 
aspirations for their future.  We value the contribution of parents and carers as well as the wider 
community.  We rigorously track the progress and attainment of all children, including those who 
are disadvantaged. 

Pupil Premium 
funding 2020-2021 

The pupil premium amount payable to Riverside Primary is £1345.00 per pupil for 2020-2021.  In 
the last academic year, 21.42% of our students were eligible for pupil premium; this academic year 
the figure is 31%.  The allocation of funding we will receive during the academic year 2020-2021 is 
£44,385.  There are no looked-after children currently on roll. 

Main barriers to 
educational 

achievement 

 Social, emotional and welfare needs; 

 Lockdown has resulted in EYFS pupils 
having limited independence skills; 

 Engagement of remote learning for all 
families. 

 Limited real life experience beyond the 
vicinity of Barking/Dagenham 

 Lack of pupil aspiration. 

Date of the next 
Pupil Premium 
strategy review 

July 2021 
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Planned Expenditure 
2020-2021 

Barrier to learning Strategies 
Justification of 

strategy 
Cost 

Intended 
outcomes 

Success Criteria  

Social, emotional 
and welfare needs 

 Social Inclusion Officer 

 Pastoral issues 
with children 
and families are 
referred to the 
Social Inclusion 
Officer enabling 
full-time 
attention to 
teaching.  

 £6,200 

 Ensuring 
physical and 
mental well-
being. 

 Reduction in the impact of 
external barriers on pupils’ 
learning.  

 School Counsellor 
/Educational 
Psychologist  

 A decline in the 
provision 
through the LA 
CAMHs service, 
along with an 
increase in the 
number or 
pupils displaying 
early signs of 
Social, 
Emotional and 
Mental Health 
difficulties 
means that we 
took the 
decision to buy-
in our own 
provisions in 
this area.  

 £5,200 

 Identified 
pupils are able 
to access the 
support that 
they need.  

 Problems are identified and 
referrals made as 
appropriate to external 
services for additional 
support and funding. 

 Staff Training  

 Following the 
recent 
pandemic staff 
have 
undertaken the 
specific 
bereavement 
and trauma 
training. The 
Inclusion lead 
and Social 
Inclusion Officer 
have also 
completed the 
Mental Health 
First Aider 
training. 

 £850 

 Staff are 
equipped 
with 
strategies 
to deal with 
grieving 
children 
and young 
people.   

 Staff/pupils 
are 
provided 
with weekly 
drop-in 
sessions to 
support 
their well-
being. 

 Staff are able to confidently 
implement strategies set out 
in the school’s bereavement 
policy.  

 Staff and pupils are able to 
support themselves and 
other people in situations 
that are stressful, upsetting 
or challenging. 

 Breakfast 
club/uniform/after-
school clubs 

 Families that are 
experiencing 
difficulties for a 
wide range of 
reasons may be 

 £1,450  

 Parents are 
able to attend 
necessary 
meetings 
regarding 

 Reduction in the impact of 
external barriers on pupils’ 
learning. 
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offered 
additional wrap-
around 
childcare 
support, school 
uniform and/or 
attending yoga 
or fitness clubs 
to build 
confidence, self-
esteem and 
activity levels.  

housing, 
employment 
and medical 
needs.  

 Ensuring 
physical and 
mental well-
being for all 
pupils.  

 Pupils have appropriate 
equipment to participate in 
the school’s full curriculum.  

Lack of pupil 
aspiration 

 School Council 

 Development of 
the school council 
so they take a 
proactive 
approach to 
bringing change 
within our school, 
although this may 
need to operate 
virtually this year.   

 £800 

 School council 
take 
ownership in 
school 
decisions.  

 School Council to play an 
integral part in contributing 
to the school development 
plan. 

 Debate Mate  

 To widen pupils’ 
experiences so 
they become 
confident and 
articulate.  

 £2,100  

 Developing 
resilience and 
taking 
ownership. 

 Pupils are confident and 
articulate learners.  

 Brilliant Club  

 Pupils have 
opportunities to 
access real life 
experiences to 
support develop 
their ideas 
creativity and 
aspirations.  

 £2,555  

 To develop 
pupils 
confidence 
to make an 
informed 
choice at 18 
to secure a 
place at a 
highly-
selective 
university.  

 
 
 

 Pupils develop the skills, 
knowledge and 
confidence needed to 
excel in their next phase 
of education.  

 
 

Engagement of 
remote learning 
for all families 

 Home learning 
resources 

 In the event of 
pupils self-
isolating/future 
lock downs, 
resources have 
been purchased to 
support home 
learning. This 
includes text 
books, stationery 
and paper-based 
packs.  

 £2,295 

 Ensuring that 
high quality 
resources are 
available will 
ensure that 
even if forced 
to stay at 
home pupils 
still have 
access to 
learning.  

 All pupils are able to 
access their learning and 
continue to make good 
progress. 

 Booster Groups  

 During lockdown 
the remote 
learning was not 
consistently 

 £7,500  

 The gap is 
diminished 
between 
pupils.  

 Regular attendance to 
booster clubs.  
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accessed by all 
pupils.  

 Termly testing evidences 
that the gaps between 
pupils have lessened.  

 

Limited real life 
experience beyond 

the vicinity of 
Barking/Dagenham 

 
 

 Residential/Educational 
Visits 

 From speaking to 
children, we are 
aware of the very 
limited 
experiences many 
of them have 
beyond school, 
home and a very 
small locality 
radius.  

 £1200  

 Pupils are 
offered a 
variety of 
experiences to 
support their 
cultural 
development 
through 
enriching 
experiences 
(Following the 
current 
pandemic and 
subsequent 
guidance we 
will work hard 
to provide this 
within the 
parameters of 
what is 
permitted). 

 Pupils have similar 
opportunities/experiences 
during their time at 
Primary school as those 
from more affluent areas. 

 Music Tuition  

 To widen 
experiences for 
pupil, all pupils in 
Key Stage 2 have 
the opportunity to 
access 
instrumental 
lessons with no 
charge to parents.  

 £6000  

 To enhance 
the 
experiences of 
pupils so that 
they develop a 
greater 
understanding 
of the wider 
world and 
may develop 
interests they 
had not 
considered.  

Pupils develop a specific talent, 
increased interest and/or 
passion for music.  

Lockdown has resulted 
in EYFS pupils having 
limited independence 
skills.  

 

 Swift identification of 
SEN in EYFS 

 Due to lockdown 
pupils are entering 
school at an 
extremely low 
level, SENCO to 
establish whether 
this is SEN or low 
ability.  

 £4450  
 Early 

identification 
of SEN pupils.  

 Pupil’s areas of difficulty are 
identified at pupil progress 
meeting with action steps to 
support their progress. 

 Referrals made to 
appropriate external 
agencies for additional 
support and funding.  

 Promotion of 
independent eating  

 Due to lockdown, 
pupils have been in 
small family 
circumstances 
where they have 
been heavily 
supported by 
adults.  

 £2,650  
 Increased 

level of 
independence. 

 Pupils are able to 
independently: 
- Carry their tray 
- Select their food 
- Use cutlery. 

 Increased 
opportunities to 
practise fine and gross 
motor skills 

 Due to lockdown, 
pupils have been in 
small family 
circumstances 

 £1135 
 Increased 

level of 
independence.  

 Pupils are able to 
independently: 
- Put their coats on 
- Change for PE 
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Review of the Pupil Premium Strategy July 2020 

Pupil Premium 
funding 2019-2020 

 The pupil premium amount payable to Riverside Primary is £1320.00 per pupil for 2019-2020.  In 
the last academic year, 24.77% of our students were eligible for pupil premium; this academic 
year the figure is 21.42%.  The allocation of funding we will receive during the academic year 
2019-2020 is £39,600.00.  There are no looked-after children currently on roll. 

Pupils 
 Proportion of students eligible for the Pupil Premium funding in the school during this 

period 
 Number of looked after children 

Main barriers to 
educational 

achievement 

 Attendance and punctuality; 

 Pupils start from below age-related 
expectations in EYFS; 

 Parental engagement and lack of 
aspiration. 

 English as an Additional Language; 

 Financial constraints; 

 Communication and language skills of a 
low level. 

COVID-19  

Please note that due to COVID-19, school closed on Friday 20th March until June for all but Key 
Worker and Vulnerable children. All statutory tests and data collection were cancelled. 
 
To further support PP pupils during lockdown, school ensured: 

 Regular phone calls (at least once every two weeks unless additional vulnerabilities 
identified). 

 Any families reporting difficulties (e.g. housing, access to food, overcrowding) were invited 
to send their children into school during lockdown. 

 Paper copies of learning packs for families who struggled to access online learning.  

 Stationery kits (pen, pencil, ruler, sharpener, rubber, colouring pencils) provided at the 
beginning of lockdown. 

 Food hampers/FSM school vouchers provided to struggling families as of Wednesday 25th 
March, including all school holidays. All families were contacted by phone to ensure they 
could access vouchers and food parcels/printed vouchers were provided to any struggling.  

 Families who were in need that are not entitled to FSM were provided with food hampers 
and directed to local food banks.   

 Home visits were made to families that were experiencing extreme difficulties or we were 
unable to contact.  

 

 

Impact of Pupil Premium Expenditure 
2019-2020 

Barrier to learning Strategies 
Justification of 

strategy 
Cost Outcomes 

Attendance and 
punctuality 

 Offer free 
breakfast club 
places to families 
where lateness / 
attendance is an 
issue 

 Parents/carers are 
more likely to 
bring their 
children to school 
if they know that 
breakfast will be 
provided free of 
charge. 

£1265 
 Pupils overall attendance prior to 

lockdown (March 2020) was 96%. 

where they have 
been heavily 
supported by 
adults. 

- Use the toilet.  
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 Relentless 
approach to 
absenteeism 
including home 
visits from Social 
Inclusion Officer 

 Parents are made 
aware of their 
child’s attendance 
and how this 
impacts on their 
learning. 

£1500 
 Pupils overall attendance prior to 

lockdown (March 2020) was 96%. 

Below age-related 
expectations in 

EYFS 

 Additional 
learning support 
in EYFS 

 To provide 
targeted support 
for lower-
attaining children. 

£635 
 Differences were diminished prior to 

lockdown.  

 SENCo to observe 
children in EYFS 

 To ensure early 
identification of 
learning needs. 

£450 

 Prior to lockdown one pupil was 
identified as needing substantial 
additional support – SENCo had 
begun to collate evidence for referral 
process.  

 Educational 
Psychologist 
involvement 

 To ensure early 
identification of 
more severe 
learning needs. 

£12,480 

 Prior to lockdown, the educational 
psychologist supported teachers to 
ensure that the appropriate 
provision was in place for EHC pupils 
and pupils with higher SEN needs.  

 Phonics 
intervention 

 To provide 
additional support 
in improving early 
reading skills. 

£1200 

 Prior to lockdown, phonics 
assessment data evidenced that this 
cohort of pupils were achieving 
higher results that at the same point 
for pupils the previous year.  

 Support from 
Literacy 
Consultant 

 To increase 
opportunities for 
early reading 
development. 

£1500 

 Prior to lockdown, phonics 
assessment data evidenced that this 
cohort of pupils were achieving 
higher results that at the same point 
for pupils the previous year. 

Parental 
Engagement and 
lack of aspiration 

 Parent coffee 
mornings and 
family events, e.g. 
Family Week 

 These aim to 
challenge the 
mindset of some 
in our school 
community. 

£1000 

 Completed questionnaires 
demonstrated that parents feel 
supported by the school to improve 
their home life, thereby improving 
outcomes for their children.  

 ‘Top Tips’ on 
school website 
and Twitter 

 We are equipping 
parents with the 
skills to effectively 
support their 
child’s academic 
progress. 

£500 

 Prior to lock down, Maths, Science 
and English lead led coffee mornings, 
sharing information on how to 
engage their children in their 
learning.  

 Focus on future 
careers 

 To raise pupils’ 
and parents’ 
aspirations in 
career 
opportunities. 

£2500 

 Prior to lockdown pupils attended all 
sessions facilitated by Grown Up Me. 
This exposed pupils to career 
opportunities in our local area.  

 Implementation 
of a curriculum 
personalised to 
our pupils 

 To equip pupils 
with the 
knowledge and 
cultural capital 

£650 

 Pupils participated in a variety of 
local educational visits to enhance 
their knowledge of the local area and 
their place within it. 
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they need to 
succeed in life. 

English as an 
Additional Language 

 

Parent workshops 

 Parents to 
develop 
competency in the 
English language. 

£620 
 8 families signed up to attend ESOL 

classes.  

BDSIP training in 
support for EAL 
pupils 

 To tailor support 
for EAL pupils. 

£1500 

 Prior to lockdown, teaching 
observations evidence strategies to 
support EAL learners, such as word 
mats, visuals and pre-teaching of 
vocabulary.  

Financial 
constraints 

 Music tuition 

 Music lessons are 
costly and 
inaccessible for 
many parents. 

£8000 
 All pupils in Key stage 2 have access 

to instrumental lessons.  

 Support with 
purchasing 
uniform items 

 Some parents 
cannot afford to 
buy full uniform.   

£250 
 Pupils had an increased in being a 

part of the school community.  

 Specialist-led 
extended 
provision 

 Pupils have the 
opportunity to 
engage in 
activities they may 
otherwise not 
experience. 

£3200 

 Prior to lockdown, pupils participated 
in Nutritional Ninja and Stem 
Learning after-school clubs, 
encouraging pupils to make healthy 
choices and increase their science 
capital.  

Low-level 
communication and 

language skills 

 Speech & 
Language 
Therapist 
involvement 

 To provide 
strategies to 
support pupils in 
their language 
skills. 

£3000 

 Through additional training for staff, 
pupils have made accelerated 
progress in their communication 
skills and some pupils have been 
removed from the SEN register.  

 Language-rich 
curriculum 

 Maximising pupils’ 
exposure to high-
level vocabulary. 

£550 
 Observations evidence that pupils 

are able to apply a high-level of 
vocabulary within their work.  

 
 


